
200 Opportunities for Africa’s Newborns

Malawi
BIRTHS, DEATHS AND INEQUITY

Total population 12,608,000
Annual births 550,000

MOTHERS

Maternal mortality ratio per 100,000 live births 984
Annual maternal deaths 5,400

BABIES

Stillbirth rate per 1,000 deliveries 39
Annual number of stillbirths 22,200
Neonatal mortality rate per 1,000 live births 27
Annual neonatal deaths 14,900
Excess NMR for poorest vs. least poor 24%

CHILDREN

Under 5 mortality rate per 1,000 live births 133
Annual under 5 deaths 73,200
Annual postnatal deaths 58,300
NMR as percentage of U5MR 20%

POLICY AND IMPLEMENTATION

Stage (of 10) of Road Map 5
Establishment of national MNCH task force Yes
Birth registration coverage -
Number of baby-friendly hospitals 7
Midwives per 1,000 population -
Districts with IMCI 64%
Elimination of neonatal tetanus Yes

IF 90% COVERAGE OF ALL ESSENTIAL PACKAGES

Newborn lives saved up to 8,900 
Range of NMR reduction 29-59%

FINANCING

Gross national income, per capita (US$) $170
Government spending on health, per capita (US$) $5
Government spending on health 9%
Out-of-pocket spending on health 28%
User fee protection for women and children Partial
Line item for newborns in national budget Partial

See page 226 for data sources and notes. For this country, the most recent MMR, U5MR, IMR, and NMR are from unadjusted DHS data.

Other 6% Tetanus 3% 

Infection 30% 

Asphyxia 22% Congenital 7% 

Low birthweight rate 16% Diarrhoea 2% 

Preterm 30% 
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